
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight.’”

Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.

Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 

the region along the Jordan,  and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins.

[In the time of the Messiah]
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come 

for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now 

than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 

So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us 

behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in 

sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, 

clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

… Of Solomon
Men: May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and may     

the hills yield righteousness.

Women: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 

deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.

Men: May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, 

throughout all generations.

Women: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers 

that water the earth.

ALL: In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, 

until the moon is no more.

Lesson:  Isaiah 11:6-9

Responsive Reading: Psalm 72:3-7

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-6

Consider-ables w/Max Lucado
Rejoice in the Lord's Sovereignty
by Max Lucado

The next time you fear the future, rejoice in the Lord’s 

sovereignty. Rejoice in what He has accomplished. Rejoice that He is able 

to do what you cannot do. Fill your mind with thoughts of God.

“He is the Creator, who is blessed forever.”

“He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

“His years will never end.” 

He is king, supreme ruler, absolute monarch, and overlord of all 

history. An arch of his eyebrow and a million angels will pivot and 

salute! Every throne is a footstool to his. Every crown is Papier-mâché

next to His. He consults no advisers. He needs no congress. He reports to 

no one. He is in charge.

Sovereignty gives the saint the inside track to peace. Others see the 

problems of the world and wring their hands. We see the problems of the 

world and bend our knees!



 I ate a clock yesterday, it was very time-consuming.

 A perfectionist walked into a bar…apparently, the bar wasn’t set high 

enough.

 You know it is going to be a bad day when the letters in your alphabet 

soup spell D-I-S-A-S-T-E-R.

 A fire hydrant has H-2-O on the inside and K-9-P on the outside.

 Did you hear about the semi-colon that broke the law? He was given two 

consecutive sentences.

 The world tongue-twister champion just got arrested. I hear they’re gonna

give him a really tough sentence.

 I own the world’s worst thesaurus. Not only is it awful, it’s awful.

 So what if I don’t know what “Armageddon” means? It’s not the end of 

the world.

 What’s the difference between a good joke and a bad joke timing.

 I woke up this morning and forgot which side the sun rises from, then it 

dawned on me.

Calendar… 
 Christmas Tree – installation/decoration – Today!

 Next Council Meeting – December 10th @ 6:30pm

 Christmas – Kid’s program – December 15th

 Next Communion – December 22nd

Church council & Membership…
At the Annual Meeting in February 2020 we will be looking for some 

new council members. IF you have been a member for year as of this 

winter, are 18 years old, and are interested in serving as a council member, 

please talk to either Pr. Rob or Kevin Almendinger (council president), or 

one of the other council members (listed on the north wall of the 

community room, near the calendar in the corner).

We will be conducting our usual Wednesday evening 

Advent Learning Services beginning on December 4th.  

This year’s theme will be “The Apostles’ Creed.” 

These are informative, informal services designed to 

explain in depth that which we say every Sunday They 

begin at 7:00pm and last 45 to 60 minutes.

…Email is currently experiencing growth 

pains. We are at work fixing it. Your 

patience is appreciated! 

(Cont’d)

We have a need for some new cemetery board members!  The job 

doesn’t require a great deal of time, but this doesn’t lessen the 

importance.  If you are interested, please see Mitch Olson or 

Duane Bengtson.

We will also be needing a new church treasurer.  If you are 

interested in assuming this role, please see Pr. Rob 

or Diane Youngquist.

Mystery Mountain Boys Christmas 

Concert at Spring Lake Lutheran Church 

on Sat, Dec 14th, at 7pm

Christmas Tree 

Decorating after 

today’s service!!

December 24th @ 5:0pm 

(or 1700 for the 

militarily-inclined


