
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in 

green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.  Even though I walk through 

the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff--

they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 

head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole 

life long.

Necessities of Life
by Max Lucado

QUESTION: In most of my prayers I ask God for things I need each day. 

These are legitimate needs. (I’m not asking God to make me a 

millionaire, just to help me pay the mortgage.) Is God really concerned 

about the necessities of my life?

“Give us each day our daily bread” (Luke 11:3).

What is this daily bread Jesus spoke of, tucked inside the Lord’s Prayer? A 

loaf of warm Italian bread on my doorstep every morning? That would be nice.

Bread is a staple of every culture. From flat bread to yeast-filled loaves, grain 

has been mixed with water and oil and placed over a fire by every civilization.      

What’s the first thing a restaurant brings before the meal? Bread. (Okay, 

maybe Mexican restaurants don’t, but those chips are made from grain. 

They’re just fried in oil.)

But how about a slight change to the daily menu: “Give us this day our 

daily mocha chocolate chip ice cream” or “Give us this day our daily beluga 

whale caviar”?

Those are luxuries, not necessities. Sorry, God does not promise those.

Bread is a valued necessity, tasty and welcomed, but certainly not extravagant.

Jesus tells us to ask for the necessities in life, but does he promise to provide 

them?

Soon after this plea for daily bread, found also in Matthew 6, Jesus presents 

his famous “Don’t worry” passage: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. 

Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than 

clothes?” (v. 25). God takes care of birds, flowers, and grass and provides the 

basics they need to exist (vv. 26–30). Why not us? Aren’t we more important 

than a barn swallow, a multiflora petunia, and a blade of Bahia grass?

Lesson: Ephesians 5:8-14

Responsive Reading:  Psalm 23Consider-ables w/Max Lucado

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked 

him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"

Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 

blind so that God's works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works 

of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of 

Siloam" (which means Sent).  Then he went and washed and came back able 

to see.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 

"Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?"  Some were saying, "It is he." 

Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am 

the man."  

But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"  He 

answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to 

me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight."  

They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know.“ …

Gospel: John 9:1-41

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 

children of light - for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 

right and true.  Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 

them.  For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 

but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that 

becomes visible is light.  

Therefore, it says, "Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ 

will shine on you."



• Q: What do you call four bullfighters in quicksand?

A: Quattro sinko. Q: What does daylight saving time mean in 

Seattle?

• Ed: The same bike tries to run me down every day.

Fred: Sounds like a vicious cycle.\

• Jenny: I can tell if someone is lying just by looking at him.

Penny: Really?

Jenny: Yep. I can tell if he is standing too.

Calendar… 
 No events planned until Covid-19 crisis is finished, over, kaput

Gospel . . . (cont’d)        Gospel (cont’d)
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 

"He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see."  Some of the Pharisees 

said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath." But 

others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?"  And they 

were divided.  So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him?  

It was your eyes he opened."  He said, "He is a prophet."

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 

them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 

see?"  His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age.  He will speak for himself."  His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 

that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue.  Therefore, his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 

to him, "Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner."  He answered, "I 

do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 

blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open 

your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not 

listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?"

Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 

know where he comes from." The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing!  

You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know 

that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 

and obeys his will.  Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 

opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could 

do nothing."  They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you 

trying to teach us?" And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 

"Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, 

so that I may believe in him." Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he." He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. …

Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 

see may see, and those who do see may become blind."  Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are 

we?"  Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 

now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.”

There are some adults in the congregation that 

have never been confirmed. and both Pr. Rob and 

the council have decided to offer an Adult 

Confirmation Class to any in the congregation 

that would (1) like to become confirmed or (2) 

like to have more information on Lutheranism, 

the Bible, and faith in general. If any of these 

options appeals to you, please see Pr. Rob!

- food shelf - they are in pretty desperate 

need at local food shelves...if anyone is able 

to donate to Family Pathways at this time, 

please do so!


